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SENTIMENTS 


O  N     A 


WAR    WITH    FRANCE. 


^  I  ^HE  writer  of  thefe  iheets  would  have 
-*-     confined  himfelf  to  that  filence  on 
political  fubjedls,    which,  to   him   always 
appeared  the  duty   of  individuals  in  a  re- 
prefentative  government,  if  what  is  called 
an  appeal  to  the  public  opinion  had  not  of 
late   been   pradlifed    (perhaps  too   much) 
both  by  adminiftration  and  its  opponents  ; 
from   this  practice  he  infers  the  liberty,  if 
not   the    duty,    of   employing  his    feeble 
talent    on  a  fubjedt  fo  interefting,  and  on' 
which  peoples  minds  appear  juft  now  in  a 
nice   equilibrium.      At  firft  view,    peace 
B  muft 


3o^o75f 


(  ^-  ) 

muft   appear    mofl  defirable   to  all  men, 
more    particularly    to     thofe    engaged   in 
commerce  and  manufactures ;  but   if  at- 
tended with  circumftances  which  threaten 
to  produce  hereafter  a  war  more  danger- 
ous and  difficult  to  encounter  than  what 
might  now  be  apprehended,  it  would  change 
its  appearance  and  feem  as  improvident  as 
the  conduct  of  one  who  ihould  hefitate  te 
fl:rip    and   repair  the    roof  of    his   houfe, 
which  he  fufpeds  needs  it,  till  it  is  pafl 
repair,  and  brings  ruin  on  the  whole  build- 
ing.    That  this  is  our  prefent  cafe,  will, 
perhaps,  feem  at  leaft  likely,  if  not  certain, 
to  others  as  it  does  to  me,  from  the  follow- 
ing confiderations.     The   ill   intentions  of 
the     French   democrates,    towards  Great 
Britain,    Ihone  forth  at  an  early  period  of 
the  firft  or  eonftituent  aflembly,  when  the 
warm  advocates  of  that  fvftem,  which  was. 
even   then  hatching,    though    it   has  not 

tilL 


(     3     ) 

tJH  lately  burft  its  fhell,  and  aftonifhed  the 
world  with  the  birth  of  a  monfler,  reje6l- 
^d  with  difdain  the  arguments  which  that 
zealous  afTertor  of  real  rational  hberty,  Mr. 
Maloiiet,  drew  from  the  principles  and 
practice  of  our  excellent  conftitution ;  and 
when  repeated  complaints  were  made  of 
the  treachery  of  thofe  who  had  made  the 
Commercial  Treaty  with  this  country,  the 
advantages  derived  to  us  from  it,  exag- 
orerated,  and  dwelt  on  with  moft  evident 
difcontent  and  jealoufy.  And  when  wag- 
gons, conveying  Englifli  goods  from  Calais 
to  Paris,  were  burnt  at  Abbeville,  to  the 
amount  of  8000I.  ilerling  value,  and  no 
recompence  made  to  the  owners,  nor 
punilhment  infii<*l:ed  on  the  offenders  ;  the 
fubfequent  or  Legifiative  Affembly,  and  the 
Convention,  have  continually  advanced  in 
the  lame  line  of  conduct,  and  have  cer- 
tainly done  that  which  is  the  moft  grofs 
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offence  poilible,  and  even  more  inimical 
than  any  war,  the  attempting  to  excite  di- 
vifions  in  the  very  bofom  of  this  nation, 
and  to  poifon  in  its  fource  that  true  love  of 
our  country  which  hitherto  has  enabled 
thi^  httle  ifland  not  only  to  fupport  the  at- 
tacks of  many  and  powerful  enemies,  but 
to  fhine  in  war  with  a  luflre  which  has 
magnified  her  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world,  and  made  it  difficult  to  diftant 
po\vers  to  believe  that  it  was  indeed  fo 
fmall  a  fpeck  on  the  face  of  the  globe 
which  fent  forth  fuch  fplendor  over  the 
whole  of  it.  It  is  in  vain  that  any  one 
Ihould  fuggeft  a  motive  of  fraternity  (the 
cant  word  of  thefe  falfe  apoftles)  unlefs  it 
be  that  only  fraternity  they  have  pra£lifed 
the  fraternity  of  Cain ; — like  him  they 
view  with  a  diabolical  jealoufy  the  virtues 
and  the  happinefs  of  their  neighbours,  and 
in  order  to  deflroy  them,  have  violated,  and 
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ftill  are  ready  to  violate,  every  rule  of  juf- 
tice,  humaiiity,  and  religion. 

Had  not  mention  indeed  been  made  of 
us,  the  examples  of  others  ought  to  warn 
us  of  the  fire  concealed  under  the  adies 
whereon  we  tread.  They  beheld  the  mild 
government,  the  eafe,  and  the  abundance 
of  the  ftate  of  Avignon ;  their  rapacity 
and  envv  foon  found  pretexts  to  plunder 
its  towns,  and  turn  its  gardens  into  a  wil- 
dernefs.  It  has  been  long  known  by  ex- 
perience, that  the  Savoyards  filled  the  mofl 
laborious  offices,  together  with  thofe  of 
great  truft  in  Paris,  prefeiTing  ever  the 
reputation  of  honefty  unfullied.  Neither 
the  barrenefs  of  their  country,  the  exa<ft 
neutrality  of  their  fovereign,  nor  the  in- 
duftry  and  fimplicity  of  the  Savoyards, 
could  cool  the  zeal  of  thefe  benefactors  of 
human  kind  ;  it  was  a  neceflity  impofed 
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on  them    to  undeceive   and  deftioy  their 
fond  and  foolil'h  loyalty.     The  labourer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire  ;   it  was  little  to  recom- 
penfe  their  labours   with  the  plunder   of 
the  city  of  Nice,  where  their  prepofTeffion 
in  favour  of  Englifhmen,   however,   muft 
be  allowed  to  have  fhone  conrpicuoufly  ;  in 
that   they  only   plundered  them  of  cveiy 
thing,  even  to  thcii  cloathing,  openly,  and 
before  their  own  eyes,  and  permitted  them 
to  cfcape   with  life  on  condition  of   not 
murmuring.     Geneva  is  not  worthy  to  be 
dwelt  long  upon,  though  it  would  make  all 
in  favour  of  my   argument ;  the  General 
who  ufed  there  a  little  moderation  having 
been  baniihed  therefore.      The  canton  of 
Berne  is  too  wife  and  too  flrong  for  them. 
Spain,  who  has  fullered  long  a  trembling 
and    inglorious  peace  through  motives  of" 
humanity,    is  now,  it  is  hoped,  aroufed, 
and  will  fliew  a  Caflilian  generofity  and 
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indignation.  But  Belgia  !  it  is  there  that 
France  gathers  laurels  ;  it  is  there  fhe  dif- 
penles  wii'dom,  philolbphy,  and  benevo- 
lence. The  French  found  there  a  people 
uhdrn  former  induftry  had  made  rich,  but 
uhiMii  riches  had  made  infolent;  whom 
the  love  of  order  had  attached  to  their  old 
viV.iblilhments  and  privileges  ;  whom  the 
zeal  of  religion  had  a  little  mifled  into 
fuperflition  ;  w  horn  the  dominion  of  a 
diflant  prince  inclined  to  envv ;  whom 
their  former  Emperor  had  irritated  by  en- 
forcing fpeculative  reforms  w  ith  obftinatc 
violence,  and  who  had  not  yet  recovered 
from  the  tumult  of  i  efifiance  ;  who  were 
governed  and  commanded  by  a  Deputv, 
neither  warrior,  nor  politician  ;  and  who 
inhabited  a  country  fertile,  flat,  and  thickly 
fet  with  lar^e  ill-fortiticd  towns.  Here 
the  olive-branch  of  fraternity  foon  deluded 
man)    of   the    unwary   to    their    llandard. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  ferved  at  once  as  fpies  and  as  guides, 
and  brought  an  army  of  80,000  French, 
with  a  heavy  train  of  artillery,  within  the 
reach  of  18,000  Auftrians,  whom  they 
did  indeed  obhge  to  retreat,  but  not  till 
after  they  had  flain  fully  their  own  number 
of  the  French  ;  the  torrent  of  prejudice 
and  enthufiafm,  the  hyperbolical  reports 
of  fuccefs,  drove  all  before  them,  and 
gave  them  pofTeflion  of  thofe  wealthy  and 
once  happy  provinces. — How  did  they  ufe 
their  vaunted  viftory  ?  They  foon  con-" 
verted  the  Belgians  from  all  their  former 
vices,  and  from  their  virtues  too :  Civic 
feafts,  antic  ceremonies,  popular  aflemblies, 
clubs,  &c.  have  put  induftry  out  of  coun- 
tenance ;  riches  moulder  away  under  con- 
tributions levied  already  to  double  the 
amount  of  their  former  imports,  under 
aifignats  or  forced  paper  currency,  under 
confifcations  and  billeting  of  foldiers.     In- 
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fi}leiice  is  repreiled,  but  by   Infults    which 
none  but  French  conquerors  could    offer, 
and  none  could  I'ubmit,  to  but  thole  whom 
their  own  folly,  as  much  as  the  force  of  their 
enemy,  had  vanquiflied.     Order  and  efl:a- 
blifliment  of  every  fort    are  banifhed  with 
all  their  adherents,    and    a  reprefentation 
forced  on  the  people  in  oppolition  to  their 
wifliCb   mofl    polltively  declared.     Super- 
ftition,  and  even  religion,  has  vanished  be- 
fore thefe  enlightened  champions  of  regene- 
ration,  and  left  them  its  treafures  andpof- 
fefTions  for  their  own    booty  ;  all    fpirit  of 
oppofition  to  a  diflant  Prince  is  well  quelled 
by  the  authority  of  the  700  tyrants  of  Paris, 
who  fulminate   decrees,  againft  which  to 
murmer,  to  think,  or  feem  to    think,   is 
punifhed     with    dragoons,    dungeons     or 
death.     But  they  will  make  them  amends, 
they  will  give  them  the  navigation   of  the 
Schelt,    they  will  conquer   Holland,    and 
'  C  what 


(      'o      ) 

what  they  p^eafs  of  Germmy  ;  they  will 
make  Bclgla  the  centre  of  their  empire, 
allow  it  a  place  among  their  departments, 
and  2ijhare  in  their  debts, 

\Vhen  they  have  jeifure,  they  will  come 
and  regenerate  the  Englifh  ;  for  fo  their 
Cato*5  have  promifed.  Having  felt  our 
pulfe,  and  found  us  not  quite  ripe  and 
ready  for  the  operation,  they  have  granted 
us  a  refpite,  but  we  mufl:  not  exped  total 
exemption  ;  fo  near  and  fo  infedious  a 
neighbour  they  would  certainly  bear  no 
longer  than  they  could  not  pofTibly  help  it. 
It  fuffices  them  for  the  prefent  to  draw  us 
into  negociation,  a  dangerous  and  difficult 
palfage,  where  the  dudile  and  dellgning 
difpofition  of  the  French  has  never  failed 
to  ftrand  the  frank  and  unfufpedino- 
EngliHi  ;  but  if  it  now  happens  to  us  to 
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get  aground,  we  fhall  indeed  do  it  with 
our  eyes  open. 

Their  decrees  and  their  explanations  are 
a  palpable  contradiction  to  each  other, 
which,  while  it  marks  at  once  their  bafenefs 
and  their  (hamelefs  effrontery,  leaves  them 
in  pofTeffion  of  a  complete  liberty,  here- 
after to  adhere  to  that  of  the  t-vo  which 
fuits  the  occafion  of  the  moment ;  but  the 
diftindion  they  have  to  the  lafl  attempted 
to  keep  up  between  the  government  and 
the  people,  fhsws  plainly  enough  what 
is  their  future  aim.  Independant  however^ 
of  all  other  matters,  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands, in  the  hands  of  the  French,  muft 
for  ever  be,  as  in  all  time  paft,  an  objedl 
of  the  utmofl:  folicitudc  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation,  and  fuch  as  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to 
acquicfce  under  without  furrendering  our 
own  indcpendance  ;  or  at  befl:,  holding  it 
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on  liich  terms  as  the  French,  in  their  mercv 
will  pleafe  to  allow  ns.  They  promife,  it 
is  faid,  to  recede  from  Brabant  at  a  proper 
opportunity  ;  it  is  very  likely  that  thofe 
whom  reprefentation,  re monfl: ranee,  and 
even  preparations,  for  a  ferious  attack,  could 
not  prevail  upon  to  quit  the  pri^cariouis 
footing  they  now  have  m  thofe  countries, 
^^  ill,  after  eilablilhing  themfelves  firmly, 
quit  them  of  their  own  good-will  !  great 
confidence  is  certainly  to  be  placed  in  the 
afliirances  of  a  democracy,  which  changes 
its  executive  goveriiment  with  everv  moon, 
with  every  caprice,  of  the  mob,  and  who 
rcfer\'es  to  itfelf  the  convenient  evafion  of 
dilowning  whatever  has  been  done  by 
the  minifters  or  o-enerals  whom  it  has  dif- 
placed,  and  whom  it  never  fails  to  difplace 
whenever  their  condudl,  favours  of  juftice 
or  moderation.  We  oudit  forfooth  to 
exped  equitable   and   liberable    conditions 

from 
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froni  thofe  who  have  fo  cruelly  treated  the 
confidrng  Brabanters,  who  have  obliged  them 
to  drive  aw^y  the  emigrants  whom  they  had 
ihekered,  and  to  give  up  their   property 
%V'hich  they  had  taken  in  truft,  and  more- 
over, to   furrenderto  confifcation  all  the 
landed  property  of  all  thofe  of  their  own 
country  whom  thev   could  friohten  awav. 
We  who  have  given  refuge  and  even  fup- 
poft  to   fo  manv  thoufauds  of  emio-rants  ! 
could  we  likewife  bear  to  be  forbidden  the 
exercife    of  our   favourite  pafiions  of  pitv 
and  benevolence  ?    And  if  even  terms  of 
amity  could   be  fixed  on,  could  we  bear  a 
Jacobin   Ambafllidor   at  London  ?     I    am 
almoft  afhamed  to  compare  fuch  a  fet  of 
wretches  to  the  ancient  Romans  ;  but  we 
muft  remember  that  even  tlriat  great  people 
had  for  their   founders  a  iet   of  banditti. 
Impregnated  Vv'ith  the  fame  f-nfe  of  juftice 
•and  benevolence;   as  the  Frei^ch,   ':hcy  fet 
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about  ameliorating  the  ftate  of  the  border- 
incr  people  by  taking  them  into  their  Re- 
public ;  and  whilil  they  carried  on  their 
views  of  aggrandizement  with  aftonifhing 
prudence  and   perfeverance,   the   different 
nations  who  mighthave  united  and  crufhed 
them,    temporized  and  treated,  as  many 
would  wiih    this  nation  now  to   do,  and 
gave  time  for  the  Romans  to  attack  them 
fingly,   and  conquer  all.     But  the  prefent 
pofition  of  affairs  favours  much  more  fuch 
a  condua  on  the  part  of  the  French,  and 
they  feem  to  be  fully  aware  of  it.     They 
have  hitherto  proved  it  eafy  to  dehide  the 
lower  fort    of  people  in    mofl   countries, 
and  by  the  fame  of  their  outrage  and  bar- 
barity   to  frighten   the  rich;    they    have 
overrun  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  not  only 
with  little  difficulty  or  lofs,   but  to  their 
areat  ^ain  in  men,  money,  and  ammuni- 
tion.     Perhaps  ere    this  writing  fees  the 
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light  they  will  have  made  a  comlderable 
progrefs  in  Holland,  and,  turning  upon  us 
the  force  of  ^ur  ally,  ^^-ill  ere  long  puni/h 
us  as  we  deferve  for  our  Mf\(h  and  time- 
ferving  pontics.      Then   ^vm  it   be   fccn 
how  car.lu!  thole  have  been  for  the  pre- 
fen-ation   of    our    conimerce   ^vho    have 
caufcd    us  to  hefitate  whilft  an  imrnenfe 
trad   of  coaft,  full  of  harbours,   and  al- 
ready  rivalling  us  in  trade  and  maritime 
force,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  de- 
termined enemies ;    then   will   our  mer- 
chants  curfe   thek  Aort-fighted  views  of 
advaiitage,    and  learn    what  their   traffic 
fliould  long  f  nee  have  taught  them,  that 
moft  benefits  to  be  lafting  muft  be  recipro- 
cal—That as  the  nation  has  by  mod  coftly 
and    draining    exertions,     and    by    truly 
rweating  blood  for  them,   advanced  their 
condition   to  a  degree  of  profperity  and 
even  of  grandeur,  hitherto  unknow,,  in  the 
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world,  fo  it  is  right  and  needful  that  they 
ihould  at  times  freely  and  chearfuUy  aid 
the  warrior  and  politician  in  their  ftriiggles, 
fkcrifice  their  private  to  the  public  advan- 
tage, lay  afide  their  gain  for  a  time  to  re- 
fume  it   afterwards  with  greater  fecurity 
and  fuccefs,  caft  their  bread  on  the  waters 
that  they   may  find  it    again   after  many 
davs,  remembering  that  at  the  conclufion 
of  every  war,   fuccefsful  or  unfuccefsful, 
ftipulations  have  always  been  made  in  fa- 
vour of  OUT  commerce,  which  have  given 
occaiion  to  its  rifing  again  with  renovated 
vigour.— But  I  had  ailmoft  forgot  tha,t  I 
fpeak  to   thofe    honourable  citizens  who 
have  already  fubfcribed  liberally  to  aflrft  in 
the  manning  of  our  fleet,  who  have  in 
former  wars  covered  the  feas  with  their 
•privateers,  and  enhanced  the  naval  glories 
of  the  nation,  and  who  will  now,  I  doubt 

not. 
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not,  ftart  forth  with  their  ufual  fpirit. 
I  fliould  addrefs  rather  the  timid,  who  fear 
that  the  French  privateers  will  come  out  in 
fwarms  and  fweep  all  our  trade  before 
them  ;  and  fhould  remind  them,  that  both 
from  duty  and  inclination,  our  Miniflry 
have  already  equipped,  and  will  con- 
flantly  keep  frigates,  and  fmall  armed  vef- 
fels,  cruifnig  to  intercept  thefe  fpoilers, 
and  prote<fl  our  merchant  veflels  ;  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  this  meafure  has 
already  been  attended  with  fuccels, 

I  fhould  addrels  thofe  Inaufpicious  poli- 
ticians, who  tell  us,  the  French  have 
nothing  which  they  can  lofe  or  we  can 
gain.  I  fhould  aik  them,  if  they  count  for 
nothing  the  trade  of  Nants,  St.  Maloes,  and 
Bourdeaux  ;  the  iflands  of  the  Weft- Indies 
who  ftretch  out  their  hands  to  us  for  pro- 
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te(f}:ion  ;  and  if  they  fet  no  value  on  the- 
trade  of  the  Mediterranean,  where  the 
French  have  long  rivalled,  nay  furpafTed 
us,  but  where  we  mufl  no  lons^er  dare  to 
rival  them,  if  we  fuffer  to  fubfift  the  defpo- 
tic  domination  they  have  claimed,^and  would 
haveedablifhedjin  thole  feas,if  the  elements 
had  not  for  a  moment  checked  their  info- 
lence.  I  fnould  addrefs,  if  any  thing  could 
touch  them,  thofe  difcontented  and  fac- 
tious men,  who  ficken  at  the  fight  of  thofe 
glories  which  others  have  earned  by  con- 
du(fting  the  nation  from  abject  diftrefs, 
to  unhoped  for  prolperity,  who  fee  no 
other  means  of  rifino-  to  notice  themfelves 

o 

but  thofe  of  embarrailino;  the  admini- 
ftration  of  public  affairs.  I  iliould  intreat 
them  not  to  magnify  the  power  of  the 
French,  wliich  I  am  fure  thev  do  not 
bel  eve,  nor  to  repeat  the  vaunts  of  the 
national  convention,  that  they  will  raife 
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500,000  men,  whom  famine  indeed  mieht 
drive  to  their  armies,  but  whom  they  can 
neither  clothe,  feed,  arm,  nor  pay  ;  ftill 
more  earneftly  do  I  intreat  them  not  to 
attempt  raifing  a  fplrit  of  difcontent  amono^ 
our  people,  w!io  certainly  enjoy  a  de'^ree 
of  eafe  and  plenty,  unexampled  in  any 
country,  and  contrafi-.d  by  that  of  the 
French  m  luch  a  manner  as  to  ex:ite  the 
compaiiion  cvtxi  of  their  enemies ;  but 
more  than  all,  rot  to  deprefb  the  generous 
courage  of  Britons,  by  telling  them 
the  enemy  they  have  always  braved  is 
now  to  be  dreaded,  and  treated  with 
under  apprehenfions  ;  in  fine,  not  to 
make  their  native  country  fuch  that 
themfelves  muft  dcfplfe  it.  But  I  would 
intreat  them  to  txive  themfelves  and 
their  countrymen  leave  to  be  happy, 
though  it  be  with  a  happinefs  which  they 
did  not  make,  and  which  they  cannot  mar  ; 
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but  it  is  in  vain,  tbey  have  withftood  the 
eloquence  of  thofe  who  charm  tar  more 
wifely  than  I ;  they  are  determined  to  be 
the  objecls  of  popular  admiration,  or  to 
perifh  ;  they  are  bent  and  fully  refolved  (if 
thofe  whom  they  detefl  do  not  preferve 
them  from  themfelves)  to  run  the  race  and 
find  the  reward  of  the  Mouniers  and  Laly 
Tollendals,  who  have  been  put  to  flight,; 
of  the  Favettes  and  Montefquious,  who  are 
diigraced  and  profcribed  ;  of  the  Cler- 
mont Tonnerres  and  the  Rochefoucaults, 
who  are  murdered. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  dwell  lons^er  on 
the  impolicy  and  impraclicability  of  treaty 
or  peace.  I  hope  the  French,  hurried  on 
by  their  wild  impatience  in  declaring  war, 
have  buril  for  us  the  inextricable  labyrinth 
of  negotiation,  have  taught  us  to  draw  the 
fword  and  throw  away  the   fcabbard,   and 

hy 
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by  their  phrenzy  delivered  us  from  the 
eff€<5ls  of  their  fraiidulency.  Let  us  turn 
our  eyes  to  the  expediency,  the  practicabi- 
lity, the  advantage,  the  dutv,  the  glory, 
of  a  war  with  France.  And  here  the  dif- 
ficultv  lies,  not  in  findinof  but  in  chufins; 
out  of  the  multitude  that  will  occur  to 
every  man's  mind,  reafons  to  periiiade  the 
doubtful,  and  contirm  thole  who  have  al- 
ready determined  in  favour  of  a  \\'ar. 

That  a  war  is  expedient  \\'ill  follow  of 
courfe  from  thofe  arguments  which  are  ad- 
duced againft  pacific  meafures ;  to  them  may 
be  added,  amongft  others,  the  following  : 
The  fpirit  of  aggrandizement,  which  has 
ever  charaClerizcd  the  French,  is  i'o  far 
from  being  diminifhed  by  the  philofophy 
they  have  affedled  to  preach,  that  it  has 
fwelled  much  bevond  its  ufual  bounds,  and 
every  democrat  now  llmts  a  lovereign.     It 

is 
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is  not  without  reafon  that  every  o-overrt- 
ment  in  Europe  is  on  the  watch  to  take 
their  bias  from  us,  and  if  we  give  way 
may  all  likewife  do  fo,  one  after  another, 
till  Gallic  mifrule  overwhelms  all;  civi- 
lization will  proceed  in  rapid  decay  as  it 
now  does  in  France,  and  a  night  of  Gothic 
barbarifm  will  again  overcloud  the  weflern 
world.  Laws  of  nations  aiid  laws  both  of 
God  and  man  muft  fink  before  this  potent 
fpell,  as  they  have  already  done  where  its 
influence  has  reached.  Shockinsf  as  this 
reprefentation  is,  I  fear  it  is  far  too  likely; 
but  fuppofe  fo  great  enormities  fhould  not 
take  place,  yet  merely  to  obtain  the  poffef- 
fion  of  or  even  a  preponderating  influence 
in  Belgia  is  what  we  can  never  in  fafety 
give  up  to  the  French.  But  knowing  the 
tyranny  they  exercife,  and  the  hatred  they 
have  incurred  there ;  knowing  the  defire 
the  Belgians  had  and  fully  exprefled  a  few 
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years  ago  to  accept  the  protedion  of  the 
EngHfh  and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  to 
enter  into  clofe  alHances  with  them,  and 
which  defire  it  would  be  eafy  to  prove  iflill 
exilling  in  a  great  part  of  that  nation ;  we 
cannot  fail  to  fee  the  probabihty  of  their 
turning  againft  the  Fiench  at  the  firft  news 
of  the  En2:nfli  declaring  war.  It  is  well 
known  to  all  who  have  read  the  hiflory  of 
England,  that  ^vhi!fl:  we  had  the  alliance 
of  the  Earls  of  Flanders  we  kept  France 
in  awe  as  much  or  more  than  they  have 
the  Dutch,  fince  they  had  pofTeffion  of  the 
fame  country.  If  this  country  can  be  de*' 
livered  from  the  French,  whether  it  be^ 
come  an  independent  flate,  as  the  former 
inclinations  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  and 
thofe  of  his  nephew  and  pupil  the  prefent 
Emperor,  render  likely,  or  whether  it  re- 
turns on  terms  of  reafonable  liberty  to  its 
old    pofleflbrs,    it  muft  certainly  become 

cloiely 


(      -^4     ) 
clofely  allied  to  ns,  and  for  ever  hereafter 
prove  a  mo^iifefnl  check  on  our  turbulent 
neighbours.     Moreover,  the  other  nations 
of    Europe,    who   have    heretofore    been 
jealous   of  Great   Britain,    it  appears  .are 
now  defirons  to  take  her  for  their  leader, 
and  on  that  ground  to  offer  her  commercial 
advantages,  in  particular  Spain  and  Ruliia. 
The  war  in    queflion   is  pracflicable   with 
more  chance  of  fuccefs  and  lefs  detriment 
than  ordinary',  becaufe  the  nations  whofc 
oppofition  at  fomici-  periods  has  been  moft 
prejudicial  to   us  will  be.  on  our  fide,  be- 
caufe  our  fhare  of  it   will  be  carried  oa 
moftly,  if  not  entirely,  by  fea,  where  our 
exertions  are  really  and  permanently  bene- 
ficial to   us,    and  mofl:   of   the    expences 
center  in  our  own  country ;  but  above  aU, 
becaufe   the  war  is  popular.      Even    the 
lower  dalles  of  people  in  this  country  are 
thought  by  other  countries  to  reafon  with 
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more  folidity  than  thofe  of  their  own  ;  I 
have  always  thought  fo,  and  moft  heartily 
rejoice  to  fje  the  proof  before  my  eyes ; 
they  have  viewed,  and  reje^fled  with  dif- 
dainthe  attempts  made  by  theFiench,  and 
Frenchified  Englifhmen,  to  miflead  them 
into  folly  and  iniuiKce  ;  they  fhudder  at 
the  crimes,  and  deteft  more  than  ever 
the  perfons  of  their  inveterate  enemies; 
they  fly  with  zeal  to  our  ftandards,  they 
man  our  fhips  with  an  alacrity  never  more 
experienced :  God  forbid  that  any  thino- 
fhould  check  this  noble  ardor  !  their  ex- 
emplary benevolence  to  the  French  emi- 
grants, and  their  tears  for  Louis  XVI.  to- 
gether with  their  execration  of  the  op- 
prellive  and  cruel  democrats  of  France, 
(hew  that  they  confider  the  war  as  a  war  of 
pruiciple  ;  their  uncorrupted  reafon,  re- 
fufes  to  feparate  the  deteilation  of  villainy 
from  the  defire  of  punifliins;  it  ;  woe  be  to 
E  thofe 
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thofe  who  would  lubtillze  and  refine  tiwaj 
this  ftrong  colouring  of  virtue,  and  lead  the 
mafs  of  the  people  to  confider  that  jaco- 
binifm,  which  their  fuperiors  behold  with 
apathy,  no  longer  as  an  objedl  of  abhor- 
rence. The  lofies  of  the  French  arc 
already  calculated  at  250,000  men,  how 
many  more  will  diforder,  ncgle^l  of  agricul- 
ture, and  famine,  with  the  addition  of  another 
War,  and  a  more  active  enemy,  foon  deflroyt 

The  advantages  of  this  war  have  been 
{lightly  touched  on  above,  in  mentioning 
the  trade  of  St.  Malo,  Nants,  Bourdeaux, 
and  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and  the  Me- 
diterranean ;  but  it  is  not  only  to  capture 
the  fhips  engaged  in  the  tiade  of  thofc 
places  that  we  fhould  aim,  we  Ihould, 
and  may  fo  much  diftrefs  their  marine, 
as  to  turn  the  trade  itfelf  into  channels  of 
our  own,  where  the  addrefs,  integrity,  and 
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extenfive  credit  of  our  merchants  will  Ion" 
keep    it,    that  of  the    Weft-India   iflands 
perhaps    for    ever;    the     French    manu- 
factures   ha\-e   already    fuffered  greatly  by 
the  war,  the  continuance  will  ruin   them 
quite.     The  pofTefHons  of  the  Fiench   in 
the  Eail-Indies,  though  of  no  great  value, 
would    immediately  fall   into    our  hands, 
and   if    we     can   keep   the  French  from 
returning  thither,  we  fhould  be  faved  from 
many   a   war,  where   their  intrigues  have 
heretofore  raifed  cniel  wars   againft    us  ; 
fome  advantages  might  like\\'ile  be   gained 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa.     I  do  not   mention 
as  an  advantage  the  opportunity  we  ha^-e 
of  taking  revenge  for   the  injuries  done  in 
America,  but  I  may   well  mention  them 
^^  2.  jufi?fication  of  whatever  ills  we  may 
now  bring  on  our  foes  ;  and  here  it  is  worth 
while  to  remark,  that  the  fame  faftion  who 
brought  on  the  late  revolution  in  France 
E  2  were 
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were  thofe  who  began  plotting  to  caufe  diflur- 
bances  in  America  immediately  after  the 
peace  of  Paris  in  1 762  ;  they  firfl  obtained 
a  name  of  diftindion  in  the  adminiftration 
of  Turgot,  that  of  CEconomiils  ;  under 
the  cloak  of  which,  they  began  to  fuggeft' 
many  of  the  extravagancies  which  have  fince 
been  put  into  real  execution  ;  and  at  that 
time,  a  long  was  made  in  ridicule  of  them, 
and  which  is  vet  well  known  in  France, 
wherein  the  confufion  which  now  appears, 
is  predicted,  as  arifuig  neceflarily  from  fuch 
principles  ;  two  perfons,  who  came  much 
more  prominently  forward  on  the  canvas 
after  that  time  were  M.  Necker  and  M. 
De  la  Fayette,  who  now  are  iunk  into  the 
fhade  of  a  too  late  repentance  ;  but  it  i? 
ftill  more  remarkable  that  the  unfortunate 
monarch,  who  has  juft  fallen  a  martyr  to 
his  own  goodnefs,  long  hefitated  to  fign  the 
the  fatal  treaty  with  America,  and  when, 

after 
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after    long    importunity,    he   did  it,  faid, 
"  We  JJiall  all  live  to  repent  it:' 

I  cannot  quit  this  fubject  ^^  ithout  re- 
marking   further,    that  Paine    (of   whom 
no  doubt  we  complain   with  realon)  has 
however  done  fome  credit  to  the  charader 
of  an  Ens^lifhman,    even  in  the  worft  of 
fituations,    by   rejecting   the   fentence    of 
death  againft  the  unfortunate  Louis,   de- 
manding banifhment,  which  in  his  pofitioii 
would  have  been  an  ad  of  mercy ;  at  the 
fame  time  afTuring  the  National  Conven- 
tion, who  were  fending  an  Ambaflador  to 
the  flates  of  America,  that  he  would  be 
received  with  difguft  if  he  brought  tidings 
of  the   death  of    their   benefador. — May 
we  be  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  feize  the  oc- 
cafion,  and  detach  the  Americans  for  ever 
from  the  French  r  Do  we  not  indeed  dc- 
ferve  that  the  improvement  of  our  manu- 

fa(5tures 


(    3°    ) 

fa£luics    and   the   decay   of    the    French 
fhould  infure  their  commerce  to  us  ? 

I  come  now  to  a  point,  on  which  there 
are    various   opinions,  and  where,    I   fear, 
my  own  will  not  be  univerfaily  rehfhed  ; 
it  is,   however,    with  fincerity  and  confi- 
dence I  declare  this  war  to  be  our  duty. 
The  {upport   of  our  allies,  the  Dutch,    is 
agreed  on  by  all  parties  as  indifpenfable,  if 
alked ;  but  this  requifition  has  been  held 
uncertain,   it  may  not  have  been  done  with 
all  the  form  that  is  ufual,  but  terror  would 
well  account  for  this.     We  know,  more- 
over well  that  there  has  long  exifted  a  party 
in  that  country  which  is  more  attached  to 
French   than   Englifh  alliance.     Did  we 
iicretofore  in  1786  think  that  a  reafon  for 
abandoning   Holland   to  the   French  ?    or 
fhould  we  do  it  now  ?    Though  all  people 
fee  the  danger  of  the  French  poflefTing 
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Belgia,  yet  fome  fay  we  ought  not  to  re- 
quire them  to  give  it  up,  for  that  we  did 
not  check  the  Emperor  and  King  of  PruiTia's 
invafion  of  France  ;  but  do   they  not  fee 
the  difference  ? — Thofe  Princes  never  pre- 
tended to  make  conquefts  ;    and  it  is  by 
many  thought  that  the  negleding  to  teke 
in  a  broader  fpace  of  countrv,  and  having 
lo  long  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  naiTow  a 
line  of  communication  with  Germany,  was 
the  mofl  urgent  reafon  for  the  Duke  of 
Bnmfwick's  retreat.     Be   this  as  it  may, 
the  tyranny  exercifed  over  the  Belgians,  and 
the  complaints  which  in  their  anguifh  they 
have  fent  forth,  even  with  the  fword  at 
their  throats,  is  a  good  reafon,  even  accord- 
ing- to  Conventional  maxims,  for  interfere 
ing  ;  and  the  danger  brought  on  ourfelves 
and  our  allies  will  juftify  us  in  the  eyes  of 
all  other  nations. 
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It  has  been  faid,  and  I  think  much  too 
eafily  admitted,  that  we  have  no  right  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France. 
I  do  not  pretend  that  example  is  a  decifive 
proof  of  right,  but  it  certainly  mufl:  have 
its  weieht,  this  nation  has  been  moftexem- 
plarily  moderate  in  intermeddling  with  its 
neighbours,  which  the  French  themfelves 
are  forced  to  allow,  yet  fometimes  fhe 
has  interpofed,  and  with  the  approbation 
of  all  men  ;  but  France  has  fuffered  no 
neighbour  to  be  quiet  ;  Spain,  Germany, 
Prufiia,  Poland,  Savoy,  Italy,  Corfica, 
Geneva,  Holland,  have  wept  her  intrigues 
in  tears  of  blood  ;  but  England  is,  and  ever 
has  been,  the  favorite  obje61;  of  her  machi- 
nations, nor  let  it  be  pretended,  that  her 
lyftem  is  altered,  fuice  in  fpite  of  mifmter- 
pration,  it  will  flill  appear  that  her  revolu- 
tionifts  are  the  fame  -who  formented  the 
divifions  between  this  country  and  America, 

and 
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and  {ince  at  this  very  moment,  when  fhe 
has  mofi:  defire  as  well  as  moil:  need  to  lull 
us  to  deep,  her  petulance  forces  her  ftill  to 
talk  of  publifliing  addrefles  to  the  people, 
and  coming  with  fifty  thoufand  fans  culottes 
to  plant  the  tree  of  liberty. — Where  ? — 
In  the  foil  where,  foftered  by  induflry  and 
moderation,  pruned  and  cleared  from  weeds 
by-  the  hands  of  wifdom  and  difcretion,  fhe 
has  long  borne  fruit  which  the  French  have 
devoured  with  their  eyes,  but  which  their 
unhallowed  hands  can  never  touch. — They 
promife  to  bring  and  leave  us  caps  of  li- 
berty !  From  fach  7nad  caps  the  Lord  de- 
liver us  !  If  they  do  indeed  come,  let  us 
hope  they  will  prove  miflaken,  and  leave 
their  heads  behind  them  ! — To  all  who 
believe  in  any  fort  of  religion,  it  is  evident 
that  either  a  general  or  particular  Provi- 
dence rules  the  courfe  <^i  human  affairs, 
and  has  implanted  in  our  breads  a  {^vS^  of 
rio'ht  and  wrong.  Shall  it  be  in  vain  then 
that  every  nerve  thrills  with  horror  at  the 
recital  of  the  more  than  lavage  cruelties  of 
the  French ;  that  every  mind  feels  humilia- 
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tlon  and  dcbafement  at  the  reflection  that 
any  of  the  fame  fpecies  prove  capable  of 
fiich  diaboHcal  practices  !  I  will  not  fhock 
the  public  ear  with  a  recapitulation  of  their 
atrocious   acls,  nor   add   thereto  aggrava- 

'  DO 

tions  thereof,  which  I  know,  and  which 
are  yet  known  but  to  a  few.     Indis^nation 
flies  already  through  all  ranks  of  men.    All 
cry  out  "  Can  we  fit  by  as  quiet  fpeflators 
of  fuch  fcenes  !**     All  offer  their  lives  and 
fortunes  to  be  inflruments  in  the  hands  of 
Providence  for  redreffing  the   grievances 
under  which  human  nature  s:roans  !    I  can- 
not  believe  that  e\'en  policy  (if  policy  it 
were,  whereas  it  feems  totally  impolitic) 
could  have  a  right  to  fruftrate  or  to  fliflc 
thefe  emotions.      All   people   believe   we 
have  the  means  as  well  as  the  inclination  ; 
let  us  be  thankful  for  them,  and  make  a 
proper  ufe  of  them ;  let  felf-interelT:  deep 
awhile,  or   rather  let  us  agree  with  Pope, 
that  felf-love  and  focial-love  are  the  fame. 
Not  only  the  thoufands  of  emigran  ts  who  har- 
rafs  our  fouls  with  their  diftreffes  here,  and 
thofe  whofe  mifery  ilalks  through  every 
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neutral  nation,  but  many  thoufands  in  help- 
lefs  diftrefs  and  deje£lion  remaining  flill  in 
France,  (who  as  often  as  they  can  or  dare 
make  their  fighs  heard,)  crave  fuccour  from 
us,  and  look  up  to  us  as  their  only  hope 
under  Heaven.  Let  us  then  open  our  eyes 
to  the  glory  which  will  attend  a  liberal  con- 
duel,  a  noble  devotion  to  an  excellent  caufe ; 
let  us  contemplate  with  a  commendable 
vanity  the  applaufes  of  all,  nay,  even  of 
our  enemies ;  but  above  all,  that  which 
many  have  thought  the  fufficient,  as  it  is  the 
truefl,  recompence  of  virtue,  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  a  good  deed. 

Some  fondly  hope  that  armed  negotia- 
tion may  effe61:  all  good  purpofes.  I  dare 
not  hope  it — but  if  it  is  to  be  attempted, 
I  do  {incerely  hope,  that  a  King,  who  mufl 
feel,  and  ought  to  exult  in  the  love  and 
confidence  of  his  people,  will  do  juflice  to 
their  fentiments,  and  fheath  not  the  fword 
till  opprcfTed  humanity  be  e'iFe£lually  re- 
lieved !  that  neither  he  nor  his  advifers 
will  be  cajoled  with  profefiions  of  efteem.  It 

has 
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has  ever  been  the  privilege  of  virtue  to  be 
[  venerated  by  vice,  but  never  till  now  had 

vice  the  audacity  to  alk  a  return  of  affec- 
tion, and  propofe  a  fraternity. 

V 
I 
\ 

I  Thofe  French,   whom  no  principle   re- 

flrains,  have  already  be2:un  hoftilities — it 
will  be  unpardonable  to  let  them  retain  a 

I  day  the  advantage  which  attends  a  bold  ag- 

srrefHon. 

t 

\  If  after  all,  this  defire  for  war  be  ac- 

cufed  of  Quixotifm,  it  will  find  its  defence 

p  in  thoufands  of  examples  of    facred    and 

profane  hiftory,  and  in  the  probability   of 

j'  fuccefs  wherewith  it  is  undertaken  ;    but 

fhould  it  even  prove  unfuccefsful  I  fhould 
flill  t'lory  in  the  attempt,,  though  I  funk  in 
it ;  and  would  rather  fee  my  country  be- 
come a  defer t  and  the  abode  of , wild  hearts, 
than  inhabit  it  with  men  more  falfe  than 
foxes,  more  favage  than  tigeis. 
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